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Tuesday, June 5, 2018 
Noon – 1:00 p.m. 

 

AGENDA 
 

I. INTRODUCTIONS 
 

II. REVIEW OF AGENDA 
 

III. GENERAL PUBLIC COMMENT 
 

IV. REVIEW MAY 1, 2018, BOARD POLICY MEETING MINUTES 
 

V. PRESENTATION OF POLICIES FOR SECOND REVIEW: 
A. 7052 Meal Charges 

 
VI. CONTINUE REVIEW OF POLICY MANUAL – SERIES 2000:  

2065 – Library Media Collection Management Policy 
2067 – Handling Challenged or Questioned Material 
2070 – Network Information and Communication 
2075 – Field Trips 
2080 – Grading, Progress Reports, and Promotion 
2085 – Graduation Requirements 
2090 – Credit Transfer Assessment for Placement Policy 
2100 – Recognition of Native American Cultural Heritage 
2103 – Recognition of Religious Beliefs and Customs 
2105 – Freedom to Teach, to Learn, and to Express Ideas 
2110 – Copyright Policy 
2115 – Community and Adult Education 
2120 – Wellness 
2130 – Response to Instruction (RTI) 
2135 – K-12 Online Learning Policy 
2166 – Gifted Program 
2170 – Significant Writing 

 
VII. SUPERINTENDENTS’ REPORT 

 
VIII. ADJOURNMENT 

NEXT MEETING: 
August 7, 2018   - May Butler Center 

Noon – 1:00 p.m. 
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Tuesday, May 1, 2018 

Noon – 1:00 p.m. 
 

MINUTES 
Present: 
Jeff Hindoien, Committee Chair / Trustee 
Terry Beaver, Trustee 
Sanjay Talwani, Trustee     
Jack Copps, Superintendent 
Barbara Ridgway, Staff & Student Services Administrator 
Elizabeth “Bea” Kaleva, Attorney       
Janelle Mickelson, Business Manager 
Robert Worthy, Sodexo 
Angie Ford, Payroll Accountant 
Jessica Evans, Executive Assistant 
 
 

I. INTRODUCTIONS Committee Chair, Jeff Hindoien, called the meeting to order at 12:08 p.m. 
 

II. REVIEW OF AGENDA 
 

III. GENERAL PUBLIC COMMENT None. 
 

IV. REVIEW APRIL 3, 2018, BOARD POLICY MEETING MINUTES  
Jeff Hindoien had a slight change in the minutes for it to read; “Jeff Hindoien asked if Middle School math had been 
spoken about at the Principal’s meeting…”. 

 
V. PRESENTATION OF POLICIES FOR FIRST REVIEW: 

A. 7052 Meal Charges: Barb Ridgway started the discussion off by requesting that “line 33 change…employees 
are charging. It would make sense to allow them to charge but make change to an allowable charge of $25.” 
Jack Copps added, “teachers and other employees can charge up to $25 with no charges to exceed $25.” Jeff 
Hindoien asked, “what is the volume of staff that uses the lunch services?” Robert Worthy of Sodexo, 
answered. “depend on the day, but 10% maybe…. I can make whatever change I need to in the system”.  “We 
will have a change in the policy on pre-pay” per Superintendent Copps. Discussion about the deficit balance for 
adults. Per Janelle Mickelson, Business Manager, “there is a $1,000 deficit amongst adults”.  “We need to hold 
the adults responsible, but we shouldn’t put ourselves in a position where we don’t allow adults to charge”, Jack 
stated. Terry Beaver asked, “who enforces the $25 limit?”. Robert Worthy explained that the computer can do 
it. In addition, Worthy explained, “there is a negative balance notification that has been sent out through the 
secretaries every Friday”. Discussion about what other school districts do in the state of Montana. Jack wants to 
“hire someone to help make contact with the parent…it is their obligation and responsibility to take care of the 
charge…encourage parents to fill out the free and reduced paperwork…having direct contact with the parent so 
they better understand the problem…”.  Discussion regarding legality of settling debt here and there. Per Bea 
Kaleva, “you can do this legally”. “If they pay $50, can we take $50 off?”, asked Terry Beaver. Bea and Robert 
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both agreed, “yes”. Jack stated that “I think we still need to go through a principal or a part time employee to 
assist the principals….after $30 make that contact with the parent…having that conversation with a parent, even 
if it’s a stigma will help them understand that it’s not…”. Angie Ford added, “I just send out applications and 
reach out with forms.” Discussion about trying to get the free and reduced application online so it’s easily 
accessible…”put in a tech request to get it done”, Barb suggested. Angie Ford stated, “if someone qualifies for 
SNAP, they automatically qualify for free and reduced [otherwise] the forms have to be completed annually”. 
Sanjay Talwani stated, “I am worried about Principals making that contact because it’s not good for the 
relationship…” Jack said, “the established relationship helps us move away from a collection agency…”. Jeff 
stated, “I think the Principal is the right person; how that gets set up is up to administration.”  Barb to take it 
back. Jack suggested on the second page it reads “use various means” instead of “collection agency”. Terry 
asked, “what was the response to using a collection agency?”. Janelle said it was “a miserable couple of weeks 
and we are down 9k with 30k of the 100k being free and reduced”.  

 
VI. CONTINUE REVIEW OF POLICY MANUAL – SERIES 2000:  

Rest of the 2000 series for next meeting. 
 

VII. SUPERINTENDENTS’ REPORT No Report 
 

VIII. ADJOURNMENT Committee Chair Hindoien adjourned the meeting at 1:02 P.M. 
 

NEXT MEETING: 
June 5, 2018   - May Butler Center 

Noon – 1:00 p.m. 
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Helena Public Schools         7052 1 
 2 
OPERATIONAL SERVICES 3 
 4 
Meal Charges 5 
 6 
The District recognizes that students may forget or lose lunch money or may have an 7 
unpaid meal account balance. The District endeavors to treat all students with dignity 8 
regarding unpaid meal charges; however, unpaid meal charges create a significant financial 9 
burden for the District.  To ensure that students do not go hungry but also minimize the 10 
financial burden, the District shall charge meals and collect on meal account charges in all 11 
schools consistent with this policy. 12 
 13 
Students who are eligible to receive free meals do not have a meal account and, therefore, 14 
are not subject to this policy.  Free lunch status students may pre-pay for or purchase a la 15 
carte items with cash or check.   16 
 17 
Parents may restrict their child’s ability to charge by sending the school written notice 18 
either stating their child cannot charge or limiting the amount their child can charge.  19 
However, they will need to send a lunch with their child. 20 
 21 
 K-12 Students  22 
 23 
Students will pay for meals at the full rate as established by the District in accordance with 24 
federal law.   Eligible students will pay a reduced rate as established by the District in 25 
accordance with federal law.  Meals must be pre-paid.  Students will be permitted to 26 
charge a maximum of $30.00 once his or her meal account reaches zero.  Once a student 27 
has charged the maximum number of meals, the student will no longer be permitted to 28 
charge and parents will initially be contacted directly by phone or in person by the building 29 
principal.  The school will offer the student an emergency meal at the standard rate.   30 
 31 
 Adults Employees  32 
 33 
Employees are not permitted to charge meals or a la carte items up to a maximum of 34 
$25.00.  Employees will be notified if the $25.00 maximum is exceeded and will be 35 
restricted from further charging until the outstanding debt is paid. 36 
 37 
Payment of Meal Account 38 
 39 
Each school shall maintain records regarding student meal balances.  The District will send 40 
out notices to parents/guardians informing them of low or negative meal account balances. 41 
Parents/guardians may also check a student meal account balance online at 42 
mymealtime.com.   43 
 44 
Parents/guardians must submit payment for meal accounts with a credit card or debit card 45 
at mymealtime.com OR pay in person with a check or cash at their student’s school.  46 
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Payment must be submitted 30 days from date of notice of deficit balance.  If the District 47 
has not received payment within 30 days the payment is considered overdue and is a 48 
delinquent debt.    49 
 50 
The District will use reasonable efforts which may include the use of collection agencies 51 
and other  various means as permitted by state and federal law to collect meal account 52 
balances which are delinquent debts, including payment plans as determined appropriate. 53 
          54 
Legal References: 2 C.F.R. § 200.426 55 
   7 C.F.R. Part 210  56 
   7 C.F.R. § 245.5 57 

        58 
  59 

Cross References: Board Policy 5030 60 
   Board Policy 7050 61 
    62 
 63 
Policy History: 64 
Adopted on:  5.9.2017 65 
Revised on: 66 
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